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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Applicant is advised that the Notice of Allowance mailed is vacated. If the issue fee has 
already been paid, applicant may request a refund or request that the fee be credited to a deposit 
account. However, applicant may wait until the application is either found allowable or held 
abandoned. If allowed, upon receipt of a new Notice of Allowance, applicant may request that 
the previously submitted issue fee be applied. If abandoned, applicant may request refund or 
credit to a specified Deposit Account. 

2. Prosecution on the merits of this application is reopened on claims considered 
unpatentable for the reasons indicated below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-4, 6-11, 13-14, 16-17, 21-22, 24-26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Bodenweber et al (6281692). 

Regarding claims 1, 6 and 11, Bodenweber et al disclose [see Figs. 1-2] a guide 
(interposer 12) for tip (pogo pin contactor 32 see col. 4, line 1 1 and col. 1, lines 35-36) to 
transmission path contact (input/output pin 34 see col. 4, line 6 and applicants' specification pg. 
2, second paragraph) said guide (12) comprising at least one guide insulator (non-conductive 
body 16 see col. 3, line 51), at least one passageway (combination of passageways 20, 22 and 24 
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see col. 3, lines 52-61) defined by said at least one guide insulator (16), said at least one 
passageway (20 or 24) having a tip (32) passageway end (second surface 28 see col. 3, line 56) 
and a transmission path passageway end (first surface 26 see col. 3, lines 52-55); wherein said at 
least one passageway (20, 22 or 24) includes a contact enhancing mechanism (conductive 
element 30 see col. 3, line 58 and col. 4, lines 25-30); said tip passageway end (28) suitable for at 
least partially accommodating said tip (32) [via item 24 see col. 4, line 4]; said transmission path 
passageway end (26) suitable for at least partially accommodating a transmission path (34) [via 
passageway 22 see col. 4, line 6]; and said tip (32) contacting said transmission path (34) through 
said at least one passageway (20, 22 or 24) when said transmission path (34) is positioned in said 
transmission path passageway end (26) and said tip (32) is positioned within said tip passageway 
end (28) [see col. 4, lines 10-18]. 

Regarding claim 2, Bodenweber et al disclose said guide (16) facilitates relatively secure 
contact between said tip (32) and said transmission path (34). 

Regarding claim 3, Bodenweber et al disclose said guide insulator (16) is removably 
interconnectable with a circuit board component (test bed 14) having at least one transmission 
path (34). 

Regarding claim 4, Bodenweber et al disclose said tip (32) passageway end (28) guides 
said tip (32) towards said transmission path (34). 

Regarding claim 7, Bodenweber et al disclose each said at least one guide insulator (16) 
is at least one divider guide insulator, each guide insulator (16) being thin so as to be positioned 
between close transmission paths. 
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Regarding claim 8, Bodenweber et al disclose said at least one guide insulator (16) 
further comprising a mounting apparatus (under item 16 see Fig. 2) and at least one divider guide 
insulator (16). 

Regarding claim 9, Bodenweber et al disclose said at least one guide insulator (25) 
further comprising a mounting apparatus (under item 16 see Fig. 2) integral with at least one 
divider guide insulator (16). 

Regarding claims 10 and 17, Bodenweber et al disclose at least two guide insulators (16 
and item under 16 in Fig. 2 which makes up interposer 12), said at least two guide insulators 
being adjustable in relation to each other. 

Regarding claim 13, Bodenweber et al disclose said transmission path passageway end 
(26) is directly opposite said tip (32) passageway end (28). 

Regarding claim 14, Bodenweber et al disclose said tip (32) passageway end (28) has an 
opening on a peripheral guide surface of said guide insulator (16). 

Regarding claim 16, Bodenweber et al disclose said contact enhancing mechanism (30) is 
selected from, a group consisting of: (a) solid contact enhancing mechanism; (b) combination 
contact enhancing mechanism; and (c) soft contact enhancing mechanism. 

Regarding claims 21 and 25, Bodenweber et al disclose said transmission path (34) is 
positioned in said transmission path passageway end (26) of said at least one guide insulator (16) 
before said tip (32) is positioned within said tip (32) passageway end (28) of said at least one 
guide insulator (16). 
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Regarding claims 22 and 26, Bodenweber et al disclose said transmission path (34) is 
positioned in said transmission path passageway end (26) of said at least one guide insulator 
(16), said guide insulator (16) provides general protection properties. 

Regarding claims 24 and 28, Bodenweber et al disclose said guide insulator (16) has two 
passageways (20 and 22). 

Claim Rejections '35 use §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said.subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 12, 23 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bodenweber et al (6281692). 

Regarding claim 12, Bodenweber et al disclose said guide insulator (25) having tip 
passageways end (bottom end of 27). However, they do not disclose a funnel shaped opening or 
an enlarge, partial funnel shaped opening. It is well known to make the tip passageways end to 
any opening shape where needed (see MPEP 2144.04; In re Dailey, 357 F.2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 
(CCPA 1966)). It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to make the tip passageways end to be fimnel shape since the court held 
that the configuration of shapes was a matter of choice which a person of ordinary skill in the art 
would have found obvious absent persuasive evidence that the particular configuration of the 
claimed shape was significant. 
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Regarding claims 23 and 27, Bodenweber et al disclose said guide insulator (25) having 
passageways for the transmission paths (43) of the device (BGA device 41) to be probed. 
However, they do not disclosed the insulator having fewer passageways that the transmission 
paths. It is well known to make less passageways for an insulator than transmission paths where 
needed (see MPEP 2144.04; In re Seid, 161 F.2d 229, 73 USPQ 431 (CCPA 1947)). It would 
have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to make fewer passageways for an insulator than transmission paths since it was held that matters 
relating to ornamentation only which have no mechanical function caimot be relied upon to 
patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's arguments v^th respect to claims have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jermele M. HoUington whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1960, The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:00-4:00 EST) First Friday Off, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ha Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-1678. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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